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OPENING HYMN  1 – The Advent of Our King  

 
 

6. All glory to the Son,  

 Who comes to set us free, 

 With Father, Spirit, ever one  

 Through all eternity. 

INVOCATION 
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Minister In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

   
 

 

M Beloved in the Lord:  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our 
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 

sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on 

me a sinner. 

 

 

LORD HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 
 

 
 

 

ABSOLUTION 
 

M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

M The Lord be with you. 

 Congregation               A            -         men. 
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M Let us pray.  Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your 

mighty deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your light; for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 
 

 

  The Word  


FIRST LESSON              Isaiah 35:1-10 
God has promised that the coming of the Messiah will change everything – and he will! 

 
ISAIAH 35:1

 The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and 

blossom. Like the crocus, 
2
 it will burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. The 

glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; they will see the glory of 

the LORD, the splendor of our God.  

 
3
 Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give way; 

4
 say to those with fearful 

hearts, “Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will come with vengeance; with divine 

retribution he will come to save you.”  

 
5
 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped.  

6
 Then will 

the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy. Water will gush forth in the 
wilderness and streams in the desert. 

7
 The burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty ground 

bubbling springs. In the haunts where jackals once lay, grass and reeds and papyrus will grow.  

 
8
 And a highway will be there; it will be called the Way of Holiness. The unclean will not 

journey on it; it will be for those who walk in that Way; wicked fools will not go about on it. 
9
 No 

lion will be there, nor will any ferocious beast get up on it; they will not be found there. But only 

the redeemed will walk there, 
10

 and the ransomed of the LORD will return. They will enter Zion 
with singing; everlasting joy will crown their heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them, and 

sorrow and sighing will flee away. 

 

PSALM 146     Adult Choir 
Words: Psalter, 1887, alt., P.D. 

Music: Darwin Jordan Copyright Darwin Jordan Music; arr. Marcus Hong 
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Praise the Lord! Sing hallelujah! Come, our great Redeemer praise. 

I will sing the glorious praises of my God through all my days. 

Put no confidence in princes, nor on human help depend.  

They shall die, to dust returning; all their thoughts and plans shall end. 
 

Happy are the ones professing Jacob’s God to be their aid. 

They are blest whose hope of blessing on the Lord their God is stayed. 
Heaven and earth the Lord created, seas and all that they contain. 

He delivers from oppression; righteousness he will maintain. 

 

Food he daily gives the hungry, sets the mourning prisoner free, 
raises those bowed down with anguish, makes the sightless eyes to see. 

God our Savior loves the righteous, and the stranger he befriends, 

helps the orphan and the widow, judgment on the wicked sends. 
 

Praise the Lord! Sing hallelujah! Come, our great Redeemer praise. 

I will sing the glorious praises of my God through all my days. 
Over all God reigns forever; through all ages he is King. 

Unto him, your God, O Zion, joyful hallelujahs sing. 

 

 

 

SECOND LESSON           James 5:7-11 
Patience and perseverance are admirable Christian qualities as we wait for Jesus’ return. 

 

JAMES 5:7
Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the 

land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains. 
8
You too, be 

patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. 
9
Don’t grumble against each other, 

brothers, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door!  

 
10

Brothers, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in 
the name of the Lord. 

11
As you know, we consider blessed those who have persevered. You have 

heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full 

of compassion and mercy. 

 

 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES   
 

M We light three Advent candles remembering Jesus, the Light of the world. He came to defeat 

the prince of darkness. 
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C We remember Jesus, who came in answer to his people’s prayers. John proclaimed him 

the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 

 

M We hear his call to see the light. 

C We light three Advent candles as a sign of our trust and confidence. 

 
M Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 

C Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 
 

Three Advent candles are lit. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
After the announcement of the Gospel the congregation responds: 

 

 
 

 

GOSPEL    Matthew 11:2-11 
John sends disciples to Jesus to silence any doubts any might have that Jesus is the promised Messiah.  The Christ is here! 

 

 MATTHEW 11:2
When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples 

3
to ask 

him, “Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?”  

 
4
Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 

5
The blind receive sight, 

the lame walk, those who have leprosy
 
are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good 

news is preached to the poor. 
6
Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me.”  

 
7
As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: “What did 

you go out into the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 
8
If not, what did you go out to see? 

A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings’ palaces. 
9
Then what 

did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 
10

This is the one about 

whom it is written:  

    “ ‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’  
11

I tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than 

John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
After the reading of the Gospel the congregation responds: 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH                                            The Nicene Creed 

 
C We  believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth, 

   of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

   eternally begotten of the Father, 

   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

   begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

          Through him all things were made. 

          For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

   and became fully human. 

      For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

          He suffered death and was buried, 

         On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

          He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

          He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

   and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

   the Lord, the giver of life, 

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

   who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

   who has spoken through the prophets. 

           We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

           We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

           We look for the resurrection of the dead 

   and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY    12 – Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes 
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  Sermon  


Matthew 11:2-11 

 

Faith Pushed to the Brink 
 

Sermon notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

  Praise and Prayer  
 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
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FRIENDSHIP REGISTER and GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Let us pray for the Lord’s mercy upon all of us and upon all people as they have need.  

 
Brief silence 

 

For joy in the Lord, that we may be sustained in the time of waiting for His will and purpose to 

unfold in these latter days, for patience under trials, and for hope that endures the changes and 
chances of this mortal life, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For hearts that trust in the Lord at all times; for courage to confront our doubts and fears with the 
Word of the Lord; and for strength to fulfill our vocations of worship, witness, prayer and works 

of mercy: Lord, have mercy. 
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For our bold confession of Christ in a world unfriendly to the Gospel, for compassion and 

kindness in words and works that we may not distract from the Gospel or become barriers to its 
proclamation, and for those on mission fields, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the world and those entrusted with positions of leadership in government, for the service men 

and women who defend us against the enemies of our nation, and for those who enact and enforce 
the laws which protect us, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the joy of work, for thankful hearts to rejoice in the fruits of our labors, for ways God has 
enabled us to provide for our families and those in our care, for those seeking employment and 

seeking better jobs, and for our care for those less fortunate and those in need, let us pray to the 

Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the agencies of the church through which we care for the poor and hungry, the widow and 

orphan, the eldery and infirm, those suffering mental illness, and the sick and those suffering 

afflictions of mind and body [especially ___________], let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have 

mercy. 
 

For the dying, that they may receive care; for the grieving, that they may be comforted; for those 
who care for the dying and those who mourn [especially ___________], let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 
 
For joyful hearts, for peace in the world and peace in our lives, for faith to receive the most 

precious food of all in the communion of Christ’s body and blood, and for the nourishment of our 

lives in Christ through this Holy Sacrament, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 
For thankful hearts, that we may remember those who persevered in time of trial and now rest in 

Christ from all their labors; for humility, that we may learn from their example and so be faithful 

in our own day; and for the Lord to hasten the day when Christ shall come again in His glory, let 
us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

O blessed Lord, we are not worthy of Your grace and favor, and yet You continue to lavish upon 

us the riches of Your mercy. Hear the prayers of Your people who cry to You on behalf of 
themselves and all those in need. Grant to us the sufficient grace to supply all that we need for 

this body and this life, until that day when Christ comes again to bring us into Your eternal 

presence to praise Your goodness forevermore; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
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those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 
  The Sacrament  

 

PREFACE and PROPER PREFACES 
 

M The Lord be with you. 

 
 

M Lift up your hearts. 

 
M Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 

 
 
M It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John 

the Baptist prepared when he called people to repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of 

God who takes away the sin of the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 
heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which 

is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do 

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

M The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

 
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei)  
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DISTRIBUTION 
The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ and with one another as Christians 

who are united around a common confession of faith.  Therefore, we ask that only those who are members of Calvary or churches 

within our fellowship come forward to receive the Lord’s Supper. 

 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 353 - Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 
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  Sending  
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M We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We pray that 

through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

 
M The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN  6 – Come, O Long-Expected Jesus 

 

 
THE SEASON OF ADVENT 

Advent is a season of preparation and anticipation. The Church looks for the coming of her 
Savior in this threefold advent: his coming in the flesh; his return in judgment; his daily coming 
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in Word and Sacrament. The Church encompasses all these facets of the season in the single word 

that defines Advent worship: “Come!” Throughout the prayers, verses, and lessons that single 
word is our invitation, our anticipation, our sure and certain hope. Come, Lord Jesus! 

 

With Advent comes the beginning of a new Church Year.  Each of the three years of the Church 

Year cycle emphasizes one of the synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) with readings 
from John interspersed throughout each of the years.   The Church Year 2019/2020 follows the 

readings appointed for Year A (confer Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal, page 163) with 

Gospel lessons predominantly from Matthew.   
 

As a devotional preparation for your Church Year journey, read through the Gospel of Matthew 

in the coming weeks. 

 

OUR WORSHIP SERIES: “COME, LORD JESUS” 
This Advent season our worship will focus on the theme, “Come, Lord Jesus!” as the Word of 

God prepares our hearts to celebrate Jesus’ first advent, give thanks for his present advent, and 
rejoice in his advent yet to come. 

 

 

OUR THEME FOR TODAY:  

THE FORERUNNER EXPLAINS TO HIS DISCIPLES: THE CHRIST IS HERE! 

“Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?”   Over the ages, theologians have 
debated whether John’s question was born from his own insecurities about Jesus or if it was 

John’s way of forcing his skeptical disciples to face their doubts.  Whatever the motivation, the 

result was the same – Jesus had the opportunity to testify to his calling as “the Christ.” 

 
Compared to the prophets of old – among whom John is the last – John’s ministry was not long.  

But for as many days as John set up shop in the wilds of Judea, his message was primarily, “get 

ready, Messiah (Christ) is coming; he’s coming!”  But then the “Lamb of God” came to John’s 
wilderness church, and John anointed him with water (baptism) while the Father anointed him 

with the Holy Spirit and power.  John’s sermons changed from “the Christ is near” to “the Christ 

is here!”   With the appearance of Jesus, John’s ministry faded – as it was supposed to.  The time 

for preparation ceased with Jesus’ revelation as the Christ. 
 

We live in the unusual place in which we can say, “Christ is here!” – he came once and continues 

his presence in Word and sacrament – and also say “Christ is near!” – his final advent can come 
at any time.  Appreciate the “here-ness” of Christ today because he alone makes it possible to 

survive his final “near-ness”. 


